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English Passion )
According to the 2015 Japan Census, foreigners make up only about
1.4% of the total population of Japan. That's quite a low percentage,
isn't it? Nevertheless, | have met many individuals who enjoy connecting
with foreigners and some who even work hard to learn their languages.

For example, members of the Tokatsu International Friendship Club (also
known as “English World”) of Matsudo meet every Thursday morning at
the Seishounen Hall to practice English together. Whenever | visit one of
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Here comes Ja...vi!
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I 2020FDRRA ) 2 EY IMED<STZL  their meetings | am impressed with both the high level of English they
REBDIBEH ;gyima-,g)y*. ADI=DHB LU TENBEBEZRT have developed and the passion with which they continue to study it.

| sometimes give short English speeches about my life in America, and
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they always warmly welcome with me their full attention. Even when my
English gets difficult to understand, the members never give up! They
love to ask for clarification or write down what | say to look up later on
their electronic dictionaries. After the meetings, | enjoy eating lunch with
everyone so that we can continue the cultural exchange over pleasant
conversation.

Learning a new language is difficult, but it is definitely not impossible.
With the 2020 Olympics on the horizon, | believe that learning a new
language - even just a tiny bit - would be beneficial to prepare for the
incoming wave of foreigners. And if you're a foreigner who would like to
learn more Japanese to speak with natives, I'd encourage you to try as
well. Who knows? Maybe you'll find a new friend!
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