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Are you ready?

In collaboration with Chiba Prefecture, Matsudo City recently held
a Disaster Awareness Seminar for foreign residents and Japanese
volunteers. Foreign participants were shown how to prepare for an
earthquake and then introduced to the workings of an evacuation
center. The Japanese volunteer group discussed the challenges faced
by foreign residents post-earthquake, and then brainstormed how to
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overcome language and cultural barriers to best provide support.

The seminar culminated in an en messe mock-evacuation role-play. The
volunteers had to approach the foreign participants and attempt to
assist them with their concerns. As you can imagine, all manner of hand
actions, facial expressions and even drawings ensued! The proactive
attitudes of both the volunteers and the ‘evacuees’ were just fantastic.
All said and done, preparation is key. If you are feeling unsure of what
to do during an earthquake, check out the ‘For Foreign Residents’
section of the International Portal (URL below) for a multilingual guide.
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C [UIBRISEB LT EE LV Please contact me anytime! :
: Mmccir@city.matsudo.chiba.jp (English - BZ38 - Espafol = OK!) E
BB ERE T 366 — 7327 :
: WRUhttp://www.city.matsudo.chiba.jp/profi e/lntemannalPortal
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