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4 Creatives who... educate the next generation
—Takahiro Ogawa—

4 Solve for x: x = local region X high school students X creative educator
(Clue: ...you hold the answer in your hands!)

What a delight to discover that the MATSUDO PAPER has wiggled its way into the education system. Local high school teacher
Takahiro Ogawa uses the bilingual format as a teaching aid during his English classes, even going so far as having his students
create their own English-language free papers. This has reportedly led them to become more interested in their local areas.

The initiative has also attracted broad praise from onlookers, winning Ogawa a 2019 Excellence Award in Education Practice and
seeing him publish his methodology in a research journal. His goal? “I want my students to have opportunities to discover
themselves - through my classes, and through engaging with their local communities,” he says.

In this edition of the MATSUDO PAPER, let’s meet some of the individuals
who breathe creative life into our city. It is their ingenuity, originality and
productivity - not to mention their strong sense of community — that both
excites and encourages us. :
Those featured within these pages are but a mere sample of
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artistic talent; creativity is in abundance here. S
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o Creatives who... turn baking into an artform —Megumi Ono— | Ge_megumiono_

—_ TTA K K —_ Artist Megumi Ono moved to Matsudo in December 2019 from Beppu in Oita Prefecture. With intention flowing from head to hands, she crafts three-dimensional

) , i works using white cloth, needle and thread. Her sculptures are gentle, delicate and warm, but also radiate a certain determination.
A white two-storey house doesn’t make for your standard bakery; even after walking through the door of

e TTAKK (pronounced ‘tahk’), your doubts may linger. Named after the Icelandic word for ‘thank you’, this i i ) o o i o ) o ) ]
WERRE 1747-1 shop gives off a definite space shuttle vibe. At the very least, one feels as though they have walked into a new-age Whilst this up and coming talent has yet to officially exhibit her work in Matsudo, it is with great anticipation that we await her local debut.

Ono’s home space, too, feels like a living, breathing work of art; one could say that she quite literally inhabits her craft.

B OKBE 11:00-16:00 1B 11:00-18:00 boutique. It is this unique style that permeates the entire TTAKK experience. Shunning the standard ‘self-serve’ bakery
|Ga@ttakk2019 model, the day’s baked goods are displayed under glass domes and customers are asked to write down their purchase on a slip of 2020 %F 11 A% B _ _ i ~ 7
paper. Upon handing this in at the register, their order is dutifully prepared from reserves kept behind the counter. MATSUDO %;fMAT;UDO PéPEnRiM'E§§£= - BAN—HRFFBEXGBE METXCRIERSR ®#E I JOBANT—FZ 1V EHR
The names of the breads and pastries are said to have been largely inspired by musical compositions — the jaco, Vinber, Sitrona, Arca, j;ﬁ;snufo ﬁi"g%{ﬁﬁcﬂiﬁj;;ﬂ" Scofﬁ/{yqfﬁj{ .
. . . . . . . ZHTRI ol 7 . > vIT
% JUstisce, among others. Without a doubt, these baked gems are as much for appreciating as they are for eating. S»PAPER SEAL MATSUDO PAPERMAZEEA 1R iHES 560 %
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| o Creatives who... bring fresh eyes
A o
Hiroyuki Ogawa is the man behind STAG . His architectural designs are certainly a breath of fresh air. Not because the designs themselves
are unique, but because he challenges himself to be bold under even the most challenging of architectural conditions. Whether it be an
abandoned building, the interior of a tiny shopfront, or a rice-paddy inspired real estate office, Ogawa dares to bring his curiosity and
creativity to renovation jobs that many others would simply refuse. There is no stubborn insistence here; concepts are discussed in close

consultation with each client, as are all resultant designs. This is the STAG approach.
We hope to see more STAG designs come to life in Matsudo soon.
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Mail : stagtokyo@gmail.com
HP : stag.themedia.jp

| G@stagtokyo

o4 Creatives who...

go beyond both time

and space

—libido: —
Theater troupe ‘libido:’ (official: theater apartment
complex libido:) is proudly led by local director and
Matsudo native, Tetsuya Iwasawa. Having first been
captivated by the world of theater while at school,
Iwasawa has since capitalized on his diverse experience
to set up the libido: office and rehearsal space. It can be
found within former dormitory Senpaku Kosha — a new
hub for local creatives in Yabashira. The interior is
entirely like the set of a little theater,
evoking a certain nostalgia among
those who enter the space.
Whilst the libido: team has spent
much of their time touring outside the
region, word has it that their plans for
next year centre around performing in
Matsudo itself.
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TEL : 080 1391 8895

HP : tac-libido.com

FB@T.libido

Twitter@taclibido19

IG@taclibido19
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&b Creatives who... mingle in narrow galleries

- Q VV ERTY - FB@qwm26m
. . . . L. Twitter@qwm26m
Located not far from the Matsudo Station East Exit bus terminal, this art gallery made its impromptu debut 1G@qwm26m

at the end of last year. The brainchild of four creatives who live locally, it is unrivalled in its narrowness —

QWERTY is roughly the size of just three tatami mats.

At night, when the exhibit is under lights yet completely unattended, the gallery is bathed in a somewhat mysterious ambiance.
While one could actually go inside to appreciate the works on display, many simply take them in from the window as they walk by.
It’s strange, really. The average appreciation time is merely a second or so — another unrivalled feat, perhaps?

Going forward, QWERTY is poised to exhibit the works of artists active in Matsudo. Definitely keep this new spot on your radar.
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A2 Creatives who... deal inlived spaces (%
—omusubi estate — i

For any creatives considering a move to Matsudo, be sure to drop by omusubi estate (known locally as
omusubi fudésan). With a strong clientele of artists and creators, this real estate agency excels at
sourcing workshop and studio spaces for the more creative souls among us. ‘

Focusing on the Matsudo area, they boast a strong portfolio of renovation-friendly properties. One
notable example is the Senpaku Kosha. Located nearby the ' !
Yahashira Cemetery, this two-storey wooden building was
originally constructed 60 years ago as the staff dormitory of a
shipbuilding company. It has since been completely remodelled
and transformed into a creative space. The first floor is

dedicated to shops, while the second is home to studio spaces
that are open to the general public on an intermittent basis.
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i i I‘l' FW’\ doesn’t end there. Their team is also instrumental in the
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- W) l'-'[l.b.'lu WS planning and operation of the Matsudo International Science

Art Festival, which is hosted downtown at the historically significant Tojo-tei House. Best watch
out - witnessing the impact of their in-house creativity might just leave you wanting to get
involved yourself.
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