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ﬁ Urban cultural heritage
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N . . _ - . Pedestrian overpasses first started appearing in Japan in around 1965, during a period of high economic
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. . . . ~ " - to a marked increase in the number of pedestrian accidents - a problem referred to at that time as 'trafl
F.TEhEHFTEY EWHFELE->-TLE> 0D RER BHECEES Do TRERICBTIATLES .
. . . . N safe passage across these roads and railway tracks.
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Fast-forward to today, however, and these overpasses have gathered rust. The number of pedestrians using
durability and safety are reportedly on the rise. It is said that the cost of removal alone presents a proble
So, while some pedestrian overpasses are still very much in active use, many seem to be evolving into
pang of sadness upon seeing the long shadow cast by these rusting structures as the sun sets on a winter's
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4ad In focus - Matsudo’s pedestrian overpasses

When was the last time you used a pedestrian overpass?

Unless it is a shortcut on the way to work or school, or unless there is no regular
pedestrian crossings nearby, it appears that we don’t really use them anymore.
And it is easy to understand why; walking up and down the stairs is tiring, the
structures are growing rusty in places, and sometimes there is a ground-level
crossing right alongside, so why would you bother? In
other words, pedestrian overpasses seem to have fallen [xws5iis]

out of favor with pedestrians themselves. BEOREEI-H 35815,
In this edition of the Matsudo Paper, we sought to look HofAKizifz,
'beyond the overpass' - at their
history, their obscurity, and the
functional beauty brought forth
by their structural complexity.
And as it turns out,
" Matsudo's pedestrian
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overpasses are rather 17 :MATSUDO PAPEREFERR BHBH(—HRFHFEXG S  MFEHCEAERR %E JOBANT—FSA VR
captivating. Read on M A T S U D 0 FR.GAEH FEHM EJFR :Erin Scott
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ﬁTr‘uLy functional design

Have you ever really considered the design of a pedestrian overpass? While one might typically imagine a symmetrical structure
that stretches from lLeft to right, in actual fact there are many asymmetrical examples and few that share the same design. The
layout of each is different depending upon the width of the road or railway track over which it spans, the volume of traffic, the
orientation and height of the stairs, as well as whether or not there exists a bike ramp. Not to mention the geographical factors
of the specific location where it stands, of course.

When designing the stairs, for example, a certain amount of space is inevitably required - the rise can't be too steep, while the
run can't be too short. While some pedestrian overpasses have a set of stairs at either end, others have one set at one end but
two sets at the other. Even more complex designs can have more than three sets of stairs. Some of these can be straight, while
other varieties of stairs can wind back on themselves part way up.

Each individual pedestrian overpass is a reflection of the distinct calculations made to accommodate an array of complex
environmental and other Limiting factors; they are an example of truly functional design. And to make them even more unique, the
top section of each overpass is painted with its own place name, presumably for the benefit of the drivers passing underneath.
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