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Two worlds collide as the mikoshi passes by the neon lights of a pachinko parlour . .
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In Japan, local festivals (matsuri) are a symbol of the history

RYDERZRBII T NETDOERE A A local steeplejack keeps a ¢lose eye on the festival proceedings
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The carrying of a portable Shinto shrine (mikoshi) is an important
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and culture of a town. They also act as a gateway to the heart

of the community - there is no better way to experience the

part of festival tradition in Japan. Groups of people dressed in local spirit than to participate yourself. The world over,

traditional attire bear the heavy mikoshi on their shoulders, straining festivals excel at bringing people together and promoting a

as they carry the gods and spirits through the streets. You will hear sense of unity. Of course, Matsudo’s many matsuri are no

them chanting “washoi! washoi!” as they go - a word derived from exception. The sights, sounds and smells are sure to ignite

the Japanese phrase meaning ‘to shoulder the gods’. your enthusiasm and leave you feeling connected.
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There are many mikoshi festivals each year in Matsudo. Some even Raisi . . .
~ aising the next generation of mikoshi bearers
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welcome participation from the general public, so why not give it a
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NOMAD B2 M.Y : = The festival coat is a symbol of belonging

Festival lanterns adorned with nokibana-flowers made from paper
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The wooden hy);shigi are clapped together to signal the depat Hands-on experience is invaluable to the successors of
arrival of the mikoshi S the festival tradition

+4 MATSURI-a celebration for the senses

Mikoshi glistens gold, Mikoshi glimmers gold Mikoshi glows gold

don d-d-don don, whistle of the flute. washoi washoi, clapping of the hands. ganbare ganbare, shuffle to the top.
Strained expressions, full hearts Purple bruises, proud smiles Rowdy voices, great to see you
sweat beading down beer on the breath spirits” warm embrace

- Erin Scott
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Kggpir‘i‘g the'Mikoshi moving in a straight line is no easy feat - those pushing forth are guided by, many a helping hand= =
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Capturing a candid moment
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HIREAGETHEHMTOEREICIET LOHBIZERD The music floats are said to guide the gods, and are decorated with straw festoons
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The mikoshi draws everyone in as it slowly progresses through the city
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